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The record of fossil turtles in Mexico is scarce. Taxonomic and biogeographic
data are difficult to obtain because of scarce and badly preserved material. In
this paper, fossil remains of turtles from the late Pleistocene of Chiapas are
reported for the first time, and their biogeographic importance is discussed.
Fossils were collected from the La Simpatía locality, municipality of Villa
Corzo, and include carapace scutes of three different species, Kinosternon
scorpioides, Trachemys scripta, and cf. Staurotypus sp. In addition, Bison sp.,
Mammuthus columbi and Equus conversidens were also collected from this local-
ity; based on these species a Rancholabrean age is assigned to the fauna
(Carbot-Chanona and Vázquez-Bautista 2006).

K. scorpioides is represented by five peripheral plates of two individuals of
different sizes (Figure 1). Trachemys scripta is represented by two well-preserved
peripheral plates and one modestly preserved coracoid; these remains belong
also to two individuals of different sizes, probably a juvenile and adult. One
peripheral plate is tentatively assigned to Staurotypus sp. based on a plate
morphology that corresponds to this genus, but it is too incomplete to make a
trustworthy determination.

The only fossil record of Kinosternon scorpioides in Mexico is from the Fauna
Cedazo (late Pleistocene) in Aguascalientes (Mooser 1980). Material from
other late-Pleistocene localities in north and central Mexico has been re-
ported only at the generic level as Kinosternon sp. (Barrios-Rivera 1985;
Castillo-Cerón et al. 1997; Guzmán and Polaco 2000; Tovar et al. 2007).
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Figure 1. A–E, Kinosternon scorpioides: A, IHNFG-0508, second right peripheral plate; B, IHNFG-
0507, ninth left peripheral plate; C, IHNFG-0510, sixth right peripheral plate; D, IHNFG-0520,
quarter right peripheral plate; E, IHNFG-0509, second left peripheral plate. F–H, Trachemys scripta:
F, IHNFG-0505, ninth right peripheral plate; G, IHNFG-0504, eleventh right peripheral plate;
H, IHNFG-0506, right coracoid. I, cf. Staurotypus:  IHNFG-0511, eighth right peripheral plate. (A–I,
dorsal view; A′′′′′–I′′′′′, ventral view.)

Trachemys scripta has been reported in late-Pleistocene localities of Jalisco,
Tabasco and Veracruz (Barrios-Rivera 1985; Peña-Serrano 2006), and
Trachemys sp. is also reported from the same age in Zacatecas (Guzmán and
Polaco 2000). Staurotypus is a genus with no fossil records from Mexico. The
present distribution of this genus includes most of the area of Tehuantepec
Isthmus, Gulf of Mexico, and Yucatan Peninsula to the west of Honduras
(Ernest and Barbour 1989).

In Chiapas, extant K. scorpioides and T. scripta are present in the central part of
the state. The presence of cf. Staurotypus would represent a different paleo-
distribution for the genus during the late Pleistocene in southern Mexico, since
the genus is living today in wetlands in the north and Pacific Coast of Chiapas,
suggesting that environmental conditions in the central part of the state during
the late Pleistocene were similar to those currently shown in these regions.
These records allow us to extend the historic biogeographic range of the taxa
mentioned and define their more southern records for Mexico as well.
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